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FALL CLEANUP TIPS
We suggest that you rethink the prevailing
custom of treating leaves as waste (raking
them to the curb for Township pickup). We
suggest instead that you channel your inner
Environmental Steward by leaf cycling. Leaf
cycling, the practice of hoarding your autumn

leaf drop for use in your landscape, has many
benefits. They include:

- raw materials for the compost pile

- an insulating winter cover in the garden

- soil building

- moisture retention

- provision of habitat for wildlife, and

- reduction in Township resources allotted
for fall cleanup, saving taxpayer dollars.

While you might think that this leaves the
yard looking a little less than perfect, you
are nourishing the landscape and providing
valuable resources and habitat for the
environment.

This brochure was created by the members of
Ewing’s Green Team and Environmental
Commission to inform residents about making
more sustainable choices in their landscaping
practices.
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Please note that this brochure is for informational
purposes only. Information is subject to change.
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All of these creatures need habitat to survive,
the supply of which is one of our greatest
challenges. We need to do a better job
balancing the need to provide habitat to insure
the survival of our wildlife against that of
commercial interests.

Habitat requires food, water and shelter and

even a small yard can support birds, butterflies,

beneficial insects, and small animals through
proper landscaping and landscaping habits.
They need more than lawn; it is important to
provide trees, shrubs, and other plants
(particularly native varieties) that shelter and
feed wildlife.

HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT
WILDLIFE THROUGH YOUR
NOT SO PERFECT YARD

Your landscaping practices can help you in
your quest to provide habitat and reduce your
ecological impact. This is particularly so in
autumn, when your landscape goes through
its seasonal change. Adopting good practices
in the fall leaves you well set for spring in the
garden.

* Leave your leaves on the property (see
benefits on the last page)

Leave them in the garden beds when you can,
mow or compost them,

* Allow the dried flower heads to stay
standing in your garden.

The dark stems and flower heads of native
flowers such as Purple coneflower and
Black-eyed Susans look gorgeous against the
snow and nothing is more exciting than seeing
our small winged friends feasting upon the
seed heads.

* Let the grass grow tall and seed
Don’t cut off your ornamental grasses. They
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